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PERTH SUPERSPRINT 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.06 pm]: On Sunday, 3 May 
I had the privilege of attending the Perth SuperSprint—a round of the V8 Supercars series—at 
Barbagallo Raceway for the final day of a weekend of motorsport action proudly supported by the 
state government. Western Australians love their motorsport, and a large crowd gathered to see some of 
Australia’s best V8 Supercar drivers competing in Perth, including Craig Lowndes, who was attempting to win 
his 100th race, six-time champion Jamie Whincup, and WA’s own Garth Tander. The state government, through 
Tourism WA, sponsors the Perth SuperSprint because it adds vibrancy by attracting thousands of spectators, and 
showcases the state to national and international audiences. The Perth round was shown on Foxtel for the first 
time, with a one-hour highlights package on Channel 10 later in the day. Motorsport fans were given an 
opportunity, for the first time, to walk on the Barbagallo Raceway track, view the cars and get to know the 
drivers before they started their racing. Barbagallo Raceway is the ideal place to host the event, following 
a significant upgrade of the facility that now provides an enhanced experience for spectators and drivers. 

In 2010, V8 Supercars Australia withdrew the Perth round of the V8 Supercars from the annual calendar because 
the paddock and pit facilities at Barbagallo Raceway failed to meet occupational health and safety legislation. 
The state government, through the Department of Sport and Recreation, subsequently committed $10 million to 
redevelop the track and facilities. That included an infield pit complex, improved safety measures, a three-storey 
media centre with administration, race control and other amenities. The upgrades were ready in time for the 
2012 event. Feedback on the redevelopment after 2012 was positive, and V8 Supercars Australia praised the 
work of the state government and the event organiser—the WA Sporting Car Club. 

The 2015 Perth SuperSprint hosted a new race format, with two 60-kilometre races on Saturday and  
a 200-kilometre race on Sunday. It also featured five support categories, including the Dunlop Development 
Series, V8 Utes, Improved Production and Street Cars, Saloon Cars and Formula Vee. Friday practice sessions 
and qualifying races completed the racing package, and all spectators were given free access to the support 
category paddock. In addition to the racing, there was a Family Fun Zone, drift demonstrations and FMX stunt 
display. Tourism WA and the WA Sporting Car Club worked with the Public Transport Authority to provide 
public transport as part of the ticket cost. Shuttle services were offered from Clarkson train station, and overflow 
car parking areas to the track. Children aged 13 years and under received free general admission entry with 
a paying adult. The state government, through Tourism WA, was contracted to support the V8 Supercars event 
up to and including this year’s race. Negotiations are now underway on funding arrangements for future 
V8 Supercars events. Supporting exciting events such as the Perth SuperSprint is an important part of the state 
government’s strategy to increase the value of tourism in Western Australia to $12 billion by 2020. 
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